






Blackberry Rubus spp. 

Shrubs forming thickets or brambles; stems arching, 1-2 m 
long, bearing stout prickles; leaves alternate, 1-pinnately 
compound; leaflets 3 or 5; flowers in clusters of 3-5; petals 
5, free, white; stamens numerous; fruits round to cylindrical 
aggregates of black drupes. 

Nine native species, but many hybrids. Native Americans 
used for food and medicinally to treat diarrhea and stomach 
aches. Important food producer for wildlife. Both cattle and 
deer browse stems and foliage. 

Black Hickory Carya texana 

Tree; bark brown; branches stout, with heart-shaped leaf 
scars; leaves alternate, 1-pinnately compound; leaflets 5 or 
7, blades elliptic to obovate, margins toothed; staminate 
flowers in catkins; fruits round nuts enclosed in slightly 4-
winged husk. 

Associated with post and blackjack oaks in Cross Timbers. 
Characteristic of dry, rocky, uplands. Firewood, not large 
enough for lumber. Starvation browse for white-tailed deer. 
Nuts eaten. 

Black Willow Salix nigra 

Tree; bark brown, deeply furrowed; branches light brown; 
leaves alternate, blades lance-shaped, somewhat curved, 
toothed; flowers in catkins; seeds tiny, with tuft of hair. 

Characteristic of sandbars, floodplains, edges of streams, 
ponds, reservoirs. Seed germination and establishment re­
quire wet, barren soils. Inner bark has precursor of salicylic 
acid (aspirin) used for headaches, fevers, and as anti­
inflammatory. Wood used for crates, pulp, pallets. Good 
wildlife species: food, good honey plant. 

Blackjack Oak, Blackjack Quercus marilandica 

Irregularly shaped tree; drooping dead branches; bark 
deeply furrowed; leaves alternate, glossy green, leathery, 
bell-shaped, with 3 lobes tipped with short bristles. 

A dominant species of Cross Timbers. Dry rocky soils of 
ridge tops. Dense wood excellent for firewood and charcoal. 
Native Americans used bark to treat dysentery. Acorns 
eaten by birds, small mammals, and white-tailed deer. May 
cause oak toxicosis in cattle. 
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Osage Orange, Bowood Hedgeapple Maclura pomifera 

Tree; sap milky; inner bark orange-yellow, stout thorns; 
leaves glossy, dark green; fruits large, yellow-green balls; 
dioecious. 

Native to Red River drainage; now widely planted in wind­
breaks, hedgerows, woodlots. Extremely hard wood prized 
for fence posts. Fast-growing; aggressive. Native Ameri­
cans used wood for bows, war clubs, dyeing and tanning. 
Aromatic fruits repel insects; seeds eaten by small mam­
mals and birds. 

Persimmon Diospyros virginiana 

Tree; bark dark, with square plates; leaves dark green, 
glossy, somewhat folded, droop in two rows; berries yellow­
orange, persisting after leaves drop; dioecious. 

Solitary or forming dense thickets of spindly trees. Weedy; 
infests overgrazed pastures, old fields, and abandoned 
croplands. Native Americans and settlers used for food and 
medicine. Pulp mashed, dried, and used as additive. 
Leaves used for teas. Golf club heads. Important wildlife 
species. 

Plum Prunus spp. 

Small solitary trees or thicket-forming shrubs; leaves alter­
nate, egg- to lance-shaped or oblong, margins toothed, 
petioles with 1 or 2 large glands; flowers showy, solitary or 
clustered; petals 5, free, white; stamens numerous; fruits 
large, red or yellow red to purple-black. 

Ten native species. Both forests and prairies; in variety of 
soils. Native Americans and settlers seeped roots to make 
vermifuges, washes for abrasions, mouthwashes for sores, 
cough medicines. Fruits edible. Provides wildlife cover. 

Post Oak Quercus stellata 

Tree; bark light gray, flaking; leaves alternate, glossy green, 
leathery, cross-shaped, with rounded lobes, and dense cov­
ering of stellate hairs on lower surface. 

A dominant of Cross Timbers. Across state with exception 
of northwest corner and Panhandle. Dry, sterile, upland 
soils or sands in West. Dense wood good for firewood and 
charcoal. Important acorn producer for birds. small mam­
mals, and white-tailed deer. May cause oak toxicosis. 
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